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Hon. Ralph G. Thompson 
Judge Thompson served as U. S. District Judge for the Western 
District of Oklahoma from 1975 to August, 2007. During his 
nearly 32 years as a federal trial judge, he presided over a wide 
range of civil and criminal litigation. As Chief Judge, he was 
instrumental in establishing the court's successful Alternative 
Dispute Resolution program. Prior to his appointment to the 
federal court, he was in private practice for 15 years in 
Oklahoma City specializing in business litigation. 

A native of Oklahoma City, Judge Ralph Thompson was 
graduated from the University of Oklahoma with degrees in 
Business Administration in 1956, and Law in 1961. From 1966 to 

1970 he served in the Oklahoma House of Representatives. 

He served 27 years, active and reserve, in the United States Air Force, in part as a Special Agent 
of the Office of Special Investigation, engaged in criminal investigations and counter‐ 
intelligence activities. He retired in 1987 as a colonel and was awarded the Legion of Merit. 

By appointment of Chief Justice Rehnquist, Judge Thompson served a seven year term as a 
judge of the United States Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court, dealing with foreign 
espionage. 

Upon his election as the U. S. District Judge representative of the Tenth Circuit to the Judicial 
Conference of the United States, Chief Justice Rehnquist appointed him to the Executive 
Committee of that body, the policymaking arm of the federal judiciary. 

In 2013 Judge Ralph Thompson was inducted into The Order of the Owl, the University of 
Oklahoma College of Law Hall of Fame and also received the University of Oklahoma’s 
Honorary Degree of Doctor of Humane Letters, the University’s highest honor. 

As a further resource, Judge Thompson’s 32 year federal judicial career is 
reported in the biography Gentleman Jurist – The Life of Ralph G. 
Thompson by Burke & Dabney, which includes reviews of judges, lawyers, 
journalists and other commentators and authors’ selected cases of interest. 
Available through Amazon.com or www.oklahomaheritage.com . 

For 26 years, Judge Thompson has taught Trial Advocacy at Harvard Law 
School. 

He is the co‐author of Bryce Harlow: Mr. Integrity, and Counselor to 
Presidents. 

http://www.fedarb.com/
http://www.oklahomaheritage.com/
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Areas of Expertise: 
• ACCOUNTING/FINANCE 
• BANKING/LENDER LIABILITY 
• EMPLOYMENT/LABOR 
• ENVIRONMENTAL/CERCLA 
• INSURANCE/REINSURANCE 
• PHARMACEUTICALS 
• SECURITIES/FINANCIAL SERVICES 

 
Judge Ralph Thompson Selected Opinions: 
• State of Oklahoma v. Federal Energy Regulatory Comm’n, 494 F. Supp. 636 (W.D. Okla. 

1980), aff’d, 661 F.2d 832 (10th Cir. 1981). (Constitutionality of Natural Gas Policy Act) 
• Video Software Dealers Ass’n v. City of Oklahoma City, 6 F. Supp. 2d 1292 (W.D. Okla. 1997), 

aff’d in part, dismissed in part, Camfield v. City of Oklahoma City, 248 F.3d 1214 (10th Cir. 
2001). (Constitutional Rights: First, Fourth and Fourteenth Amendments) 

• Hollander v. Sandoz Pharmaceuticals Corp., 95 F. Supp. 2d 1230, (W.D. Okla. 2000), aff’d in 
part and remanded, 289 F.3d 1193 (10th Cir. 2002). (Products Liability / Daubert) 

• Rocking Chair Enterprises, LLC v. Macerich SCG Limited Partnership, 407 F. Supp. 2d 1263 
(W.D. Okla. 2005). (Copyright) 
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